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I. INTRODUCTION 

The Security Council is one of the six main 

organs of the United Nations. It has existed ever 

since the UN was founded in 1945 and its duty 

has been to maintain peace around the globe and 

contribute to ensure security, well being and 

integrity of society. Whenever a threat to peace is 

identified, the Security Council rises a session to 

talk over what should be done about it, always 

setting forth principles for peace, seeking 

solutions that do not endanger international peace and security. 



	

	

Concretely, the Security Council’s main purposes are: to maintain international peace 

and security, to develop friendly relationships among nations, to cooperate in solving 

international problems and in promoting respect for human rights, to make international 

security and peace a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations. 

Consequently, the Security Council looks forward for the eradication of the use of 

chemical warfare since they represent a threat to the world’s peace, sovereignty, territorial 

integrity and safeness. Its goal is to make away with chemical weapons from international 

arsenals in order to erase them from the list of threats of the world. 

Chemicals have been used as tools for battles from the very beginning, ever since our 

ancestors used poisoned arrows, they were already targeted as something that could harm 

people’s integrity.  

During World War One (WWI) the use of chemical weapons rose. Attacks with gasses 

such as chlorine, mustard gas and phosgene were the root of millions of casualties at the time. 

After several years and events in which people witnessed the effects of chemical warfare, the 

world was cheerless about knowing what else these artifacts could do, this led to a massive 

desire for the reduction of international arsenals, leaving thus nations the duty to seek for the 

eradication of chemical weapons. 

 

II.  HISTORY OF THE CONFLICT 

 

● April 22nd, 1915: The first appearance of chemical weapons took place in World War 

I (WWI). The German Army attacked Canada with mustard gas in the Second Battle 

of Ypres. It was the first time a weapon of mass destruction was used in the battlefield 

and it gave the German Army a tremendous advantage. As a result, The Great War 

was widely influenced by the use of chemical weaponry.	

● 1925: The League of Nations instituted a Protocol called Geneva Protocol that stated 

that using poisonous gasses for warfare was forbidden. This protocol came along with 
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some failures since it didn't prohibit the production and stockpiling of the weaponry, 

also, it didn't forbid to attack the countries who didn't sign it.	

● 1947-1991: Due to the Cold War, the production, manufacture and trade of chemical 

weapons were on a golden age. It is estimated that 20 years after that, 25 states from 

all around the world, were increasing their chemical arsenals.  

● 1980: Thanks to the initiative of the Swiss Confederation, the Nations began drafting a 

document in which the terms regarding the use of chemical weapons would be 

established on.  

● June 1st, 1990: President George Bush and 

the Soviet leader Mickhail Gobrachev, met 

in Washington D.C. where they both agreed 

that both nations would reduce their arsenal 

to an 80% by 2012. 

● 1992: The drafting process concluded in 

the summer of this year after the 

Committee of Chemical Weapons' chair established a meeting for the discussion of the 

text. After that session, it took two more drafts for most delegations to agree with the 

content of the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC).  

● September 3rd, 1992: The Disarmament Conference adopted the drafts of the CWC 

and sent them to the General Assembly (GA) in its report. The General Assembly 

agreed with the document but recommended the Member States to clarify some 

aspects that weren't very clear in the document.  

● January 13th, 1993: Following the recommendation of the GA, the Nations that 

signed the CWC drafts elaborated the Paris Resolution, a document in which the 

creation of the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW)  was 

proposed in order to have a formal discussion forum and be able to debate and defend 

the CWC. 

● April 29th, 1997: The Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons was  

founded. After 12 years of negotiation, the Chemical Weapon Convention entered into 

force. 



	

	

● September 20th, 2013: The United States and the Russian Federation stated a 

disarmament deal within the  Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 

(OPCW)  which consisted on helping Syria by destroying Bashar Al-Assad’s chemical 

arsenal. Quoting the document, "The United States and the Russian Federation express 

their joint determination to ensure the destruction of the Syrian chemical weapons 

program (CW) in the soonest and safest manner". 

● April 4th, 2017: The United States attacked Syria with sarin gas and it caused around 

89 casualties triggering multiple nations because of the multiple treaties it 

disrespected. 	

 

II.I.  CURRENT HAPPENINGS 

During the 2000’s, a series of events concerning the use of chemical weapons took place. The 

UN instituted proceedings to forbid the production and trade of chemical weapons for many 

asian countries. The Russian Federation and the United States continued their plan to reduce 

their chemical arsenal, and during this decade, both nations got rid of approximately 60% of 

their stockpile. 

Currently, there is an issue because of the Civil War in Syria. Countries from all around the 

world are fighting over this territory and after the United States attack earlier this year, the US 

and Russia are on a disturbance about the use of chemical weapons. The reason is that, as 

mentioned before, in 2013, both countries within the OPCW, stated a disarmament deal which 

consisted on helping Syria by destroying Bashar Al-Assad’s chemical arsenal. This deal was 

betrayed by the United States when it attacked Syria with sarin gas and caused around 89 

casualties. The Russian Federation is currently exasperated about this event because the treaty 

they signed in 1990 was disrespected. Not only was this taken as an offense by Russia but 

also many border countries, which want in response to attack the US troops as well. These 

happenings led to countries such as Korea to see upon their stock of Chemical Weaponry. 
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The Russian Federation and North Korea 

were triggered and the possibility of a 

World War Three (WWIII) is on the table. 

The United Nations are concerned about 

this topic because of several events that 

have happened throughout the decade.  

 

III. KEY POINTS 

● What actions should be taken in 

order to stop the use of chemical weaponry (protocols, treaties, sanctions). What 

should the UN do to punish or stop the use of chemical weapons.	

● The effect chemical weapons have on armed conflicts. How can chemical weapons 

lower or rise the amount of casualties or amount of time a belic conflict lasts.	

● The amount of problems chemical weapons bring with them	

1. Medical problems  

2. International security  

3. Social problems  

4. international relationships  

● Disrespecting of treaties. What sanctions or what do the participants of the Security 

Council committee think should happen.	

● Unconformity of the Nations regarding the United States’ attack. 

● The possibility of a Third World War.	

 

IV. UN ACTIONS 

● Geneva Protocol: In 1925 the League of Nations instituted a Protocol that stated that 

using poisonous gasses for warfare was forbidden and also mentions what 

consequences and measures should be taken if this Protocol isn’t respected. That 

protocol had about 140 parties with 38 signatories. This protocol came along with 



	

	

some failures since it didn't prohibit the production and stockpiling of the weaponry, 

also, it didn't forbid to attack the countries who didn't sign it.	

● Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons: On April 29th, 1997, The 

OPCW was founded. According to the OPCW, its mission is “To implement the 

provisions of the CWC and to ensure a credible, transparent regime to verify the 

destruction of chemical weapons; to prevent their re-emergence in any member State; 

to provide protection and assistance against chemical weapons; to encourage 

international cooperation in the peaceful uses of chemistry; and to achieve universal 

membership of the OPCW.” 

● Chemical Weapons Convention: On April 1997, the CWC was implemented. It was 

the first document to implement terms on the eradication of a certain class of 

weaponry. 

● Security Council Resolution 2118: In 2013, the Security Council rose a dispute after 

several chemical weapon attacks in the Syrian Arab Republic. The document states 

resolutions for the erase of Syria’s Arsenal. It forbids the nation to use, develop, 

produce, acquire, stockpile, retain or transfer chemical warfare and sets a series of 

policies.	

● Security Council Resolution  2209: In 2015, another dispute arose because of the use 

of chlorine gas in Syria, after the debate, the nations concluded that any sanction, 

including military or economic were allowed as long as its purpose was to enforce the 

United Nations purposes and resolutions.	

 

V. BLOCK ANALYSIS 

● Western European and Others	

In the zone of the western european countries, the France and the Belgium are involved in this 

topic since in the past they were some of the countries that were close to the chemical 

weapons and also the French Republic has chemical weapons and aerosol bombs in its army 

stockpile. These countries have not yet used it on people. 

● Eastern European	



	

	

Eastern Europe countries have been in touch with chemical weapons for a long time, a lot of 

these countries have their own production inside their territory while other have been subject 

of attacks via chemical weapons. Europe is one of the most related countries towards these 

weapons. 

● Latin American and Caribbean	

Most of the countries that participate in this block do not have any relation with chemical 

weapons, since the evolution of the chemical weapons strated in Europe and Asia, America is 

apart of the use of it, but in this problem the help that this countries give to the people that 

have been affected by chemical weapons, is very useful and important in order to ensure the 

health of the people.  

● Asia-Pacific	

Asia is the most related with the chemical weapons since most of the countries in it can 

produce different kind of weapons and some countries in it are related in nowadays chemical 

weapons attacks. In this area the countries which are the most related to this kind of weapons 

are: China, Japan, North Korea, Laos and Kampuchea. All of this have been in touch with 

chemical weapons at one point or another.  Asia has 53 member in the OPCW (Organization 

for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons). 

● Middle East Group	

This group may be the one with the least power to create this type of weapons, however they 

are all very familiar with it since at one point or another they have used chemical weapons in 

conflicts that have been created inside their territory. 

The extremist groups that are located in this places, have access to this type of weapons and 

they have already used it to attack different places in middle east. 
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