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   I. INTRODUCTION 

The United Nations Children’s Fund was created by the United Nations General 

Assembly on December 11th 1946, with the main purpose of providing emergency food and 

healthcare to children in countries that were devastated by World War II. Nowadays it is a 

programme, member of the United Nations Development Group, which provides 

humanitarian and developmental assistance to children and mothers in developing countries. 

UNICEF depends on contributions from governments and donors all around the 

world. All the revenues of this Fund are distributed to programme services that promote the 

wellbeing of every child, attempted to stop the spread of HIV and AIDS in minors, provide 

supplies and food among others. Its main goal is to recognize the appropriate importance of 

childhood development and adolescence. Focusing on children living in fragile contexts, 

disabilities and those affected by the rapid urbanization and environmental degradation.  

 All around the world and all over history, children have been used in military 

campaigns; despite it was against cultural morals. Children are an easy target because of their 

vulnerability to influence; they are more willing to work without a monetary incentive. The 

international community has been      trying to solve this problem for some time, but, with the 

creation of new extremist groups and belic conflicts, even more children are being used as 

soldiers and dying in these belic conflicts. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

II. HISTORY OF THE CONFLICT 

 Key Events 

● 1949 In the Geneva Convention of 

the Additional Protocol I in 

Article 77.2 is said:  
“The Parties to the conflict shall take 

all feasible measures in order that children who have not attained the age of fifteen years do 

not take a direct part in hostilities and, in particular, they shall refrain from recruiting them 

into their armed forces. In recruiting among those persons who have attained the age of fifteen 

years but who have not attained the age of eighteen years, the Parties to the conflict shall 

endeavor to give priority to those who are oldest.” (International Committee of the Red Cross, 

2010) 

● 1977 Rwanda adopted the legislation in which sets the minimum age for soldier 

volunteers at 16 years old. 

● 1980 In Cambodia children joined the army 

because it was seem to be the best way to 

secure food and protection.  

● 1980 The Ethiopian army kidnap boys under 

the age of 15 from the poorest places of the 

region to make them part of their military 

forces.  

● 1980-1988 In Angola at least one of three 

children has been involved in a military operation and a greater number of kids have 

fired a gun against another person.  

● 1986 In Uganda was estimated by the National Resistance Army, that about 3,000 

children, under the age of 16, consider the Army as a replacement of their parents. 

They sent children to the governmental fortifications to throw hand-grenades at 

soldiers.  

● 1986- 1992 approximately one third of Mozambique's Renamo soldiers were 

abducted children. These children at the ages of eight or nine were forced to shoot a 

family member with a rifle, the ones that refused to do this were murdered and those 
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who complain were forced to witness  mutilation, raping and murder of a family 

member, neighbor or friend.  

● 1990 In Liberia children of seven years old joined combat forces because it was told 

that “the ones that had guns were the ones that survive”. 

● 1992-1996 This was the period of time that held the worst battle between the 

government forces and the Revolutionary United Front in Sierra Leone; it was 

estimated that 4,500 kids were forced to participate in both sides.  

● 1994 Human Rights Watch reported that the Sudan People’s Liberation Army 

maintained camps of boys under the age of seventeen in Ethiopia for preparation to 

join the “Red Army”. 

● 1995 In Sierra Leone children who were part of the army were forced to witness or 

take part in the torture and execution of their relatives.  

● 1996-1997 It was estimated by the 

Human Rights Watch that the 18% of 

the National Patriotic Front of Liberia 

soldiers were children between 8 and 

17 years old.  

● 1998 2,893 minors were held in 

Rwanda’s detention centers as 

genocides suspects. 

● 1998 In Uganda the Lord’s Resistance 

Army abducted 30 girls from a school 

to be soldiers at their army.  

● 1998 There were between 800 and 1,000 children between 14 and 17 years old in the 

regular armed forces.  

● 1999 The Ugandan Army executed five teenage boys between the ages of 14 and 17 

because they were suspected of being rebel soldiers.  

● 2014 More than 100 students were kidnapped in South Sudan to join the civil war. It 

was estimated by the United Nations that there were 11,000 children serving in the 

rebel and government armies.  

     

  III. CURRENT HAPPENINGS 
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In August 2016, it was estimated that around 40% of all child soldiers in the world 

were in Africa, where the lack of poverty and the ongoing fight against extremist groups are 

the principal factors that incentivized the use of children as soldiers.  

 On April 11th 2017, in the Lake Chad 

Region of Africa (Nigeria, Niger, Chad and 

Cameroon), where the battle against the 

insurgent group Boko Haram takes place, 

around 27 African children were used as 

suicide bombers. This insurgent group has 

been known to use African children as soldiers 

since the battle started eight years ago.  

Since 2014, Boko Haram has used 

more than 50 girls from the Lake Chad Region as 

suicide bombers, as well as using the children in order to commit bombings in different parts 

of Africa, Boko Haram is also known by abducting innocent children from their villages, with 

the purpose of rape and use them to participate in the ongoing conflict.  

In Africa, there is an estimated number of around 300,000 children fighting in 

different conflicts. Currently, these child soldiers have been deployed in Guinea, The Ivory 

Coast, The Democratic Republic of Congo, Chad, Sudan, Somalia, Uganda, Rwanda and 

Burundi. 

 

IV. KEY POINTS 

● The usage of children as armament by extremist groups  

 Immediate actions need to be taken against every extremist group that abducts 

children and use them as soldiers in a belic conflict. 

● The elimination of propaganda to prevent children from participating in belic 

conflicts  

 In order to stop the children of different parts of Africa suffering from poverty of 

enlisting into the army and participating in belic conflicts.  

● The prevention of children abduction by rebel groups. 

 Immediate actions need to be taken in order to prevent more children from being 

abducted by people from different radical groups all around Africa.     

 

V. UN ACTIONS 
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The United Nations launched a campaign with the purpose of ending the usage of 

children as soldiers. This new resolution has gone through the Security Council, the 

delegations of Yemen, Sudan and many more have signed this action plan to stop the usage 

of children as soldier, and to prevent the future usage of children as soldiers. 

Leia Zerrougui, the United Nations representative for children in armed conflict, 

working along with the United Nations international children’s fund (UNICEF) has been 

promoting his initiative, this incentive has promised results, since the countries have shown 

unanimous positions and also because of the state of the conflict. 

 The action plans created by the United Nations obligate the different countries to 

create laws that prohibit the use of children as soldiers. This action plans also promised the 

immediate liberation of children that are part of any armed forces. As well as this, it is stated 

that the children will be re-integrated to civilian life. 

The UN has signed different treaties with the objective of stopping countries with an 

ongoing conflict from using children in them, for example, the way that the radical group 

Boko Haram uses children as suicide bombers. 

 

VI. BLOCK ANALYSIS 

WESTERN EUROPEAN AND OTHER COUNTRIES 

The western European and other countries block, has been known for being against 

the use of children in belic conflicts, the member countries of this block have sign agreements 

to stop the usage of children un belic conflicts as well as restricting any support to countries 

that use children as soldiers.  

France 

France supports the campaign of “Children, No Soldiers” this initiative will help to 

solve, in a way, the problem of the usage of children as soldiers. As well as supporting this 

Blue: African Group 
Green: Asia- Pacific Group 
Red: Eastern European Group 
Pink: Latin American and 
Caribbean Group 
Yellow: Western European and 
Other Countries 
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initiative, France has commitments to help the re integration of children that have been part 

of belic conflicts to the civilian life  

United Kingdom  

Nowadays there are British Armies that recruit people of the ages over 16 and 17, 

these ones are not sent to combat until they turn 18 but they are required for the frontline 

roles. The government is working to raise the minimum enlistment age from 16 to 18 because 

of the fact that if they are younger it is more likely for them to get injured during training.  

United States of America  

In 2010, the law “Child Soldiers Prevention Act” took effect and restricted the U.S 

Military support to governments using children in their armed forces.  

 

EASTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES  

The eastern European group for many years has been known to be completely against 

the use of children in belic conflicts. To protect their citizens from falling into bad influences 

that could lead them into participating in conflicts, programs have been created to teach the 

young. 

Russia 

Berkut, a military training club that exists in Russia was created to give military 

training to the young people of the country, with the purpose of the spreading and promotion 

of a healthy life and physical development.   

 

LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES  

The Latin American and Caribbean countries have seen a lot the usage of children in 

many internal and external conflicts, resulting on many children casualties. In these 

countries, one of the main incentives for the recruitment of children is the monetary 

incentives, since there is a lot of poverty in some Latin American countries  

Colombia 

Despite many laws that prohibit the use of children under the age of 18 in the National 

Army there are estimated that between 1985 and 2014 more than 7,500 children were 

recruited in Colombia. In 2015 the FARC announced that they will no longer recruit children 

under the age of 17 to fight in their armies.   

 

 

 



 

 

ASIA-PACIFIC COUNTRIES  

The Asia-Pacific countries have been affected by many conflicts since the 20th 

century, during these conflicts, the extremist groups have been abducting children from their 

homes. 

 

 

 

 

China  

It was stated in 2006 during a debate in the UN Security Council that China is against 

the recruitment and use of child soldiers and many other violations of the rights and best 

interests of children. 

Afghanistan 

There are around 8,000 child soldiers registered in armed forces from the radical 

groups from all round the country. The conflict against the Taliban has seen a lot of civilian 

casualties as well as casualties from child soldiers. 

Iraq 

In Iraq, there are at least 3,000 child soldiers registered in government forces and in 

Kurdish opposition groups since 1998. In the different belic conflicts where the Iraqi forces 

have been involved, like the Gulf War, the use of child soldiers was common. 

Yemen  

The UN reported in 2011 that in the ongoing conflict in the Yemeni territory there 

exists plenty of child soldiers, it is estimated by the UN that a 20% of all al-Houthi fighters 

and a 15% of the tribal militia affiliated with 

the government are child soldiers which means 

that 20,000 children are fighting for the al-

Houthi forces and 4,050 for the tribal forces.  

 

AFRICAN COUNTRIES  

Currently there are around 300,000 

children involved in African conflicts. These 

children have been forced to be in the armies 

against their will, some are abducted from their 
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homes and raped in the process of recruitment.  

The Ivory Coast (Côte d'Ivoire) 

The Ivory Coast entered to civil war from April 2001 to March 2004. During this 

period, a group tied to the government of the Ivory Coast took possession of the northern part 

of the country, recruiting school children less than 18 years were recruited for belic actions. 

The number of children that participated in the belic conflict is unknown. 

 

 

 

Chad  

It is estimated that in 2007, around 7,000 to 10,000 child soldiers remained in rebel 

armed groups and armed forces in the eastern border with Sudan, despite the existence of an 

agreement signed by the Chadian government to facilitate the demobilization of child 

soldiers. 

Agreements with the United Nations  

A lot of campaigns to stop the recruitment of children to armed forces and rebel 

groups have been sated in countries within the African group, such solutions are similar to the 

agreement signed by the Chadian government to facilitate the demobilization of child 

soldiers. 
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X. GLOSSARY 

1. Revenues: the total income produced by a given source. 

2. Incentive: something that incites or has a tendency to incite to determination or 

action.  

3. Feasible: capable of being done or carried out. 

4. Attained: to reach as an end.  

5. Refrain: to keep oneself from doing, feeling or indulging in something and especially 

from following a passing impulse. 

6. Endeavor: to attempt (something, such as the fulfillment of an obligation) by 

exertion of effort.  

7. Fortifications: something that defends, or strengthens; works erected to defend a 

place or position.  

8. Abducted: to seize and take away (a person) by force.  

9. Genocides: the deliberate and systematic destruction of a racial, political, or cultural 

group.  

10. Insurgent: a person who revolts against civil authority or an established government.   

11. Unanimous: formed with or indicating unanimity: having the agreement and consent 

of all. 



 

 

12. Casualties: a person or thing injured, lost or destroyed.  

13. Recruitment: the process of adding new individuals to a population or subpopulation.  

14. Affiliated: closely associated with another typically in a dependent or subordinate 

position 
15. Demobilization: to discharge from military service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


