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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

 The United Nations Human Rights 

Council  is the main intergovernmental body 

created in 2006 with the main objective of 

receiving situations where human rights are 

violated.  

 The Council also receives thematic 

and country-specific reports from a series of 

independent expert mechanisms, including 

special procedures.                                                           

Currently Human Rights has been 

working in the reinforcement of its capacity 

to promote and protect human rights all 

around the world and become responsive to   the needs of victims who had had consequences 

from this violations of rights. (Balibouse, 2014) 

Joaquín Alexander Maza Martelli known as the council president establish that the 

elected members must be distributed among the UN's regional groups as follows: 13 for 
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Africa, 13 for Asia, six for Eastern Europe, eight for Latin America and the Caribbean, and 

seven for the Western European and Others Group. 

Immigration in North Korea started many years ago causing several complications 

having a considerable impact in its citizens and creating a need of getting out of the country 

as there is a violation of human rights, lack of basic resources, fear of the possible 

consequences of their acts among other reasons.  

 

II.  HISTORY OF THE PROBLEM 

 

1986 

In the Mutual Cooperation Protocol for the Work of Maintaining National Security and 

Social Order in the Border Areas, China and North Korea reached an agreement which states 

that they would “mutually cooperate on the work of preventing illegal border crossing of 

residents.”  
1990 

Decade in which North Korea pass through a tough time, during Kim Jong-il mandate the 

economy of the country fell causing a big famine, thousands of deaths, despair in its citizens 

and immigration to China searching for help. 

1996-1997 

Hard time in North Korea because of a huge famine and an increment of infectious diseases, 

there was a study were interviewed people declared that the main reason of abandon its 

country was because they were looking for food, lots of children were displaced because of 

this and were interned in centers. 

1998-1999 

A study made between this dates settle that it was an approximate of 3,000 defectors of North 

Korea set up in China and informing that must of the cases of immigration were because of 

economic reasons making the net rate reach to 18. 7%. 

2001 

China and UNHRC worked together and agreed in an arrangement in order to help a group of 

North Koreans by giving them asylum.  

2002 

The government and its economic reforms forced layoffs in factories, inflation and pay cuts 

making people look for other ways to survive by going to other countries such as China. Also 

the big repression obligate people to search for help in refugees.   



 

 

 

2004 

The UN consider that North Koreans that were settled in China without a permission are 

people of concern that need humanitarian protection, it propose to China to create a special 

humanitarian status for the north Koreans that would receive a temporary documentation, 

access to basic resources and protection.  

2011 

Fund for Peace Failed States Index establish that North Korea had a punctuation of 95, 5 with 

the worst cipher out of 120 points and in regard to human rights it had 9, 5 out of 10 (one of 

the lowest punctuations.) 

2012 

China deny three petitions made by UNHCR, on March beside all the requestments, the 

country sent 30 people back to North Korea, this led other 11 people to move to South Korea.   

 

III. CURRENT HAPPENINGS  

 

1965: Kwan-li-so (a political prisoner jail) was set up. North Korea considers the act of 

leaving the country as betrayal, so the people who were caught  committing  this crime or 

helping other to committed were forced along with their family to enter to kwan-li-so also 

known as Camp 22.   

1970: People of North Korea started to look for refugees that would provide them protection 

after the economy started to downturn  

1981: North Korea became a signatory of the International Covenant on Civil Rights, 

accordance that protects human rights and have as a purpose to maintain freedom, justice and 

peace.  

1993: After the floods, the big famine (started in the 90´s) and the droughts, North Korea 

with no resources to provide food to the population, called upon international help and 

humanitarian assistance.  

2005: The Tumen River was a way to leave North Korea but in this year the rate to cross it 

increased making women take desperate measures such as selling their body in order to cross 

or even they offer themselves as brides to Chinese men.  

2012: UNHRC and the UN  refugee agency are trying to help various groups of North 

Koreans that are arrested or warn of being deported from China, also is looking for 

international humanitarian help and committed to keep looking for solutions.  



 

 

2. The actual number of countries 
that are part of the United Nations, is 
193 states. 

2014: Students between ages of 10 to 16 are forced to work to generate enough profit to 

maintain schools and  pay government officials  

2015: Approximately 1 million of  Koreans immigrate to the United States. 

2016: Kim Jong-Un’s government creates drastic methods in order to stop North Koreans 

from crossing into China without permission. 

2017: At the beginning of this year China was violating its obligations under refugee and 

human rights law and its responsibilities as a member of UNHCR’s Executive Committee. 

 

IV. UN ACTIONS  

 

In December 2016, when the United Nations General Assembly adopted this conflict 

realize that it was clearly a human rights violation to the people of North Korea, China 

dissociated itself from that consensus. It again 

opposed “pressure and country-specific resolutions,” 

and repeated a call for “dialogue,” knowing full well 

Pyongyang has consistently refused to engage on 

rights issues with the UN Security Council, or even 

with the UN special rapporteur on human rights in 

North Korea. 

 

Security Council was clear that it would veto any 

effort at international accountability through referring 

the situation in North Korea to the International Criminal Court. It has refused to cooperate 

with the investigations by the UN Commission of Inquiry into  human rights violations in 

North Korea. China has supported some economic sanctions on North Korea, but not to the 

extent that Pyongyang’s ability to inflict harm on its people is significantly undermined. 

 

UN could urge China to call a moratorium on deportations and adopt legislation 

incorporating China’s obligations under the Refugee Convention 

 

Other UN bodies have also called upon China to halt the forced repatriation of North 

Koreans. The Committee against Torture, the expert body monitoring implementation of the 

torture convention, has called on China to establish a screening process and allow UNHCR 

access. 



 

 

 

V. KEY POINTS  

 

● Violation of human rights to North Koreans  

North Korea's human rights record will be under scrutiny, evidence gathered could be 

used in the future. UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay said that the UN 

had evidence indicating that North Korea´s political person held around 200, 000 people with 

many subjected to rape, torture and slave labor.  

 

● China denying UN and UNHCR interventions and proposals  

UN and specially UNHCR are trying to intervene in this conflict, they are asking China to 

stop the repatriation of north koreans. Finding the most accessible and best solution for 

immigrants so they can live on peace and start with a new life. 

 

● China making efforts to override North Korean government 

No other government has done more to empower Pyongyang’s abuses than China, 

worried of  a collapse from the North Korean government that might bring a unified, 

democratic Korea to China’s borders. 

 

● Sur Place 

The most convincing argument that North Koreans  should not be forced to return that, 

they mostly fit into the "Sur Place" category of refugees. As UNHCR defines, "sur place" 

refugees are people who may not have been refugees when they left their country but became 

so because they have a legitimate fear of being persecuted if they return home. North Koreans 

who leave their country for economic reasons - probably the majority - have valid grounds to 

fear persecution and punishment once returned. 

During a visit to China in 2006, the High Commissioner for Refugees established that the 

forced repatriation of North Koreans without any process of determination and to a place 

where they could be persecuted on their return violated the Refugee Convention. He has 

proposed to China a special humanitarian status for North Koreans that would allow them to 

obtain temporary documentation, access to services and protection against forced returns. 

 

● Consequences and reasons of immigration  



 

 

Recently North Koreans that arrived to South Korea gave their testimony about how after 

deportation they had been beaten, tortured, forced to made hard works and in case of women, 

they were sexually abused by chinese men, getting pregnant and compelled to abort.   

Must of the cases of immigration also occurred because of the economic situation, the 

malnutrition, lack of freedom of speech (as they can not express the religion they want to, 

their own ideologies and thoughts of the politics of the country, etc.) 

  

VI. BLOCK ANALYSIS  

 

Western European and Others Group 

Nowadays the western group hasn´t being affected by the issue that involves North Korea 

and China. Instead they will rather help to keep a strong relation with allies receiving 

immigrants. 

 

Eastern European Group  

With the closest  group to Asia, as many other nations that provide humanitarian help, 

their mission is to build camp refugees in order to receive immigrants and reduce the digits of 

immigrants living in China. 

 

Latin American and Caribbean Group 

This countries are not affected directly by the conflict but are related to this issue because 

they were violated primordial human rights and immigrants need a relocation immediately so 

they can start a new life 

 

Asia-Pacific Group 

In Asia the two main countries affected or directly related to this problem are North 

Korea and China, also the nearby countries around this two nations are also included. All 

together offer solution to relocate the refugees from North Korea keeping strongly this 

relations without involving war. 

 

African Group 

This nations have not been hurt by the immigrants, this group are offering help to solve this 

issues. It’s important to clear out that Africa will not receive any refugee because of the 

internal conflicts that have each country. 
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