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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

The United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), was 

established by the the United Nations Security Council1, on November 8, 1994. This court 

was created with the purpose of "prosecute persons responsible for genocide and other 

serious violations of international humanitarian law committed in the territory of Rwanda 

and neighbouring States, between 1 January 1994 and 31 December 1994". 

 

Since the Tribunal opened in 1995, it has dictated 93 people which are accused for 

grave violations of international humanitarian law committed in Rwanda in 1994. Those 

accused include high-ranking military and government officials, politicians, businessmen, 

as well as religious, militia, and media leaders. 

 

  The ICTR was the first international tribunal to deliver verdicts according to 

genocide, the first to interpret the definitions of genocide, and the first tribunal to define 

and recognise rape as means of genocide. 

 

																																																								
1Main	organ	of	the	United	Nations	in	charge	of	maintaining	international	peace	and	security.	



	

	

By an amended indictment dated 21 November 2001, Augustin Bizimana was charged 

on eleven Counts: 

● Conspiracy to commit genocide. 

● Genocide. 

● Complicity in genocide. 

● Direct and public incitement to commit genocide. 

● Murder as a crime against humanity. 

● Extermination as a crime against humanity.  

● Rape as a crime against humanity. 

● Persecution on political, racial and religious grounds as a crime against humanity. 

● Other inhuman acts as a crime against humanity. 

● Serious outrages upon life, health and physical and mental well-being of persons, in 

particular for murder, as well as cruel treatment such as torture, mutilation, or all 

other forms of corporal punishment as grave violations of Article 3, Common to the 

Geneva Conventions and Additional Protocol II.  

● Outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and degrading treatment, 

rape, forced prostitution and all other outrages on decency as serious violations of 

Article 3 Common to the Geneva Conventions and Additional Protocol II.  

 

II. HISTORY OF THE CONFLICT 

 

A. Main Actors  

 

UNAMIR: The United Nations Assistance Mission For Rwanda was established to help 

implement the Arusha Peace Agreement signed on August 4, 1993.  

 

RPF: Ended the genocide by defeating the civilian and military authorities who were 

responsible for the killing. 

 

Rwandan Armed Forces: The National Army of Rwanda changed their name to the 

Rwandan Patriotic Army following the victory of the Rwandan patriotic front. 



	

	

 

UN Security Council: Authorized the creation of the United Nations International Criminal 

Tribunal for Rwanda. Provided the UNAMIR peacekeeping forces and authorized the 

intervention of the french troops in the military operation “Operation Turquoise”. 

 

August Bizimana: Was the minister of defense in the interim government of Rwanda since 

April, 1994 during the genocide.  

 

B. Key Events 

 

April 6, 1994: Rwandan President Juvenal Habyarimana returned from a round of talks in 

neighboring country, Tanzania. He was killed when his plane was shot down outside of the 

country’s capital, Kigali. 

 

April 6, 1994: The Rwandan Armed Forces and the militia started going from house to 

house killing Tutsis and Hutu politicians.  

 

April, 1994: Belgium joined the United States in calling for a full UN exit. The Security 

Council later voted in mid-May to send 5,000 troops back to Rwanda after reports that the 

genocide spread. However, by the time the force returned, the genocide had long been over. 

 

April 7, 1994: The Prime Minister, Agathe Uwilingiyimana and ten Belgian peacekeepers, 

assigned to protect her, were brutally murdered by Rwandan Government soldiers, in an 

attack at the Prime Minister’s home. 

 

April 8, 1994: Augustin Bizimana held the office of Minister of Defence in the Interim 

Government of Rwanda. Among his functions as Minister, Bizimana had  over the 

possession of weapons by the civilian population, and control over the Rwandan Armed 

Forces. 

 

April 21, 1994: After the assassination of the Belgian troops, this country retreated the rest 



	

	

of its force. After other nations asked to withdraw troops, the UNAMIR2 force was 

diminished to 270 military personnel. 

 

May 25, 1994: The Interim Government adopted a self-defence programme in which they 

legalized the artillery distribution to the militiamen and the legitimising of the massacres of 

the civilian population of Rwanda. 

 

June 22, 1994: The Security Council, authorized a military force, “Operation Turquoise”, 

to establish a “safe zone” in the South-West of Rwanda, this, led by the French troops. 

2,550 French troops and 500 African troops, entered the country the day after. 

 

July 19, 1994: The RPF3, directed by Paul Kagame, secured over Kigali, forcing the Hutu 

Government to retreat to Zaire. The RPF gained control over all Rwanda, except for the 

zone managed by the Operation Turquoise.  

 

July 1994: Augustin Bizimana fled Rwanda. He is thought to have taken refuge in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo. He is also suspected of having traveled to Angola, Guinea, 

Kenya.  

 

November 8, 1994: The Security Council created the International Criminal Tribunal for 

Rwanda for the prosecution of the responsibles for the genocide and other severe violations 

of the International Humanitarian Law. 

 

1994: The United Nations created the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), 

dedicated to bringing those responsible for the genocide to justice. Although slow-moving, 

the ICTR began trying and indicting perpetrators in 1995. 

 

December 12, 1995: The ICTR announced the first charges against eight suspects, they 

were accused with genocide and crimes against humanity. 

																																																								
2	United	Nations	Assistance	Mission	for	Rwanda	(October	1993-March	1996)	
3	Rwandan	Patriotic	Front	



	

	

 

December 1, 1996: The Rwandan Government began the genocide trials. The setback of 

the trials was due to a loss of judicial personnel, as well as the destruction of the courts, 

jails and other infrastructure. 

 

August 1, 2012: The files of Bizimana and two other high-level fugitives (Kabuga and 

Mpriranya) were handed over to the Mechanism for International Criminal Tribunals, this 

in order to  “continue the fight against impunity and to bring to justice the persons 

responsible for the violations of international humanitarian law in the Rwanda genocide, to 

deter the recurrence of such crimes, and contribute to the restoration and maintenance of 

peace and reconciliation.”  

 

III. CURRENT HAPPENINGS 

 

Over the following 100 days prior to the genocide, an estimated 800,000 to 

1,000,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus were killed by extremist Hutus. A rating of 100,000 

to 250,000 women were raped during the three months of genocide. 

 

A rebel group of tutsi that was created before the genocide has become the 

government of the country with the highest african population. Paul kagame, the actual 

President of the country, was the leader of the rebellion.The percentage of hutus and tutsis 

active in the government is unknown. The ethnicity does not longer appear in their ID. 

However, within the population, the ethnicity can be distinguished and they acknowledge 

that the power of the country is within the tutsis’ minority hands.  

 

The Rwandan population is now divided in  genocidal, survivors and the governors. 

The 60% of the population that did not witnessed the massacre  is now growing with the 

history of the genocide which is being taught in schools. Once a month, the teachers 

dedicate one hour of teaching where they explain the events of the genocide and that 

“thanks to the Government's current policies, peace and reconciliation have been achieved". 

Schools and newspapers ignore the rule that prohibits talking about hutus and tutsis. 



	

	

 

The rest of the population is still looking for justice. Alain and Dafroza Gauthier are 

an example. This couple has spent their past 13 years hunting down people living in France 

which are suspected of participating in the Rwandan Genocide.  During those years the 

couple have devoted their time to put the evidence together, finding witnesses in order to 

make a case. Most of the information they gather was either from survivors or the killers. 

This witnesses helped them discovered that amongst the suspects were doctors, a priest , a 

former governor and respected members of the society were involved. 

 

Kigali, the Rwandan capital, is being transformed at the hand of the citizens that 

have worked in order to transform it into a symbol of overcoming and triumph. During the 

last decade the country has grown an 8% as a result of the grant from foundations and 

donors that want to excuse their lack of participation during the genocide. 

 

IV. KEY POINTS 

 

● The victims of the genocide. 

● Assaults to not directly involved peacekeeping forces and citizens. 

● Government integrants compensation. 

● Compensation for the affected people.  

● Artillery distribution by the interim government of Rwanda.  

 

V. UN ACTIONS 

 

The UN peacekeeping operation, UNAMIR, was sent to Rwanda in April, 1994. 

The mission, however, failed to be sufficient and was extremely ill equipped. There was a 

lack of functioning vehicles. Medical supplies ran out without money to restock them and 

other supplies could rarely be replaced. 

 

The United States of America was the main supporter in backing the UNAMIR’s 

exit of Rwanda. Belgium joined the United States in calling for a full UN exit of Rwandan 



	

	

territory in April of 1994. The Security Council voted in mid-May to send 5,000 troops 

back to Rwanda after reports that the genocide spreaded. Nonetheless, by the time the force 

returned, the genocide had long been over. 

 

On April 5, 1994, the UN voted to extend the mandate of UNAMIR to July 29, 

1994, after communicating "deep concern at the delay in the establishment of the broad-

based transitional Government and the Transitional National Assembly" and "concern at 

the deterioration in security in the country, particularly in Kigali”. 

 

On May 17, 1994, the Security Council enlarged UNAMIR’s mandate to include 

following additional obligations to contribute to the security and protection of displaced 

personnel, refugees and civilians at risk in Rwanda. 

 

The UN Security Council decided to create The International Tribunal for Rwanda 

(ICTR) in order to judge people responsible for the Rwandan Genocide and other serious 

violations of international law in Rwanda. 

 

The Belgian contingency of UNAMIR’s force were pulled out, due to the murder of 

ten Belgian soldiers. Almost overnight, 4,500 UNAMIR peacekeepers on the field were 

reduced to 260. The UN promised to send in 5,500 troops and 50 armored personal carriers. 

This force, however, was further delayed due to continuing arguments between the UN and 

the U.S. army. 

 

UNAMIR faced the assignment of cleaning up the war-torn country side, and 

dealing with the bodies of more than 1 million victims of the genocide and war. UNAMIR 

continued its efforts to ensure security and stability, bring humanitarian assistance, clear 

landmines and help refugees to resettle. UNAMIR left in March 1996. 

 

The contributing country troops to UNAMIR were: Argentina, Australia, Austria, 

Bangladesh, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Chad, Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, Ethiopia, Fiji, 

Germany, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Guyana, India, Jordan, Kenya, Malawi, Mali, 



	

	

Netherlands, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Poland, Romania, Russia, Senegal, Slovakia, Spain, 

Switzerland, Togo, Tunisia, United Kingdom, Uruguay, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 
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