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I. INTRODUCTION 
  

The United Nations Security Council has the main purpose of maintaining peace and 
security in the world. It started operating since January 17, 1946 in Church House, 
Westminster, London. Every member in this committee has the option in taking part of 
international cooperation. In only necessary means, the United Nations Security Council may 
input sanctions or the use of any force in order to follow its purpose. It proceeds by the 
United Nations Charter, which dictates that the Security Council, shall be formed by fifteen 
members. The five permanent members and ten others which are elected every two years.  
 
  The Persian Gulf War was also 
called the Operation Desert Shield. 
 This conflict is known for being the first 
one to be in the media. Also because of the 
massive use of big belic equipment, such as 
tanks and air force, and the number of 
civilian casualties. In this armed conflict 
human rights were violated. Crimes against 
humanity were committed and hunting of 
the Iraqi autocrat Saddam Hussein began.   
  
This conflict was marked by the introduction of live news broadcasts from the front lines of 
the battle, principally by the United States network CNN. The belic conflict was also known 
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as a video game war after the daily broadcast of images from cameras on board US bombers 
during Operation Desert Storm. 
  
The Iraqi Army's occupation of Kuwait that began 2 August 1990 was met with international 
condemnation, and brought immediate economic sanctions against Iraq by members of the 
UN Security Council. US President George H. W. Bush deployed US forces into Saudi 
Arabia, and urged other countries to send their own forces to the scene. An array of nations 
joined the coalition, the largest military alliance since World War 2. The great majority of the 
coalition's military forces were from the US, with Saudi Arabia, the United Kingdom, and 
Egypt as leading contributors, in that order. Kuwait and Saudi Arabia paid around US$32 

billion of the US$60 
billion cost. 
  
The initial conflict to 
expel Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait began with an 
aerial and naval 
bombardment on 17 
January 1991, continuing 
for five weeks. This was 
followed by a ground 
assault on 24 February. 
With a decisive victory 
for the coalition forces, 

who liberated Kuwait and 
advanced into Iraqi 

territory. The coalition ceased its advance, and declared a ceasefire 100 hours after the 
ground campaign started. Aerial and ground combat was confined to Iraq, Kuwait, and areas 
on Saudi Arabia's border. Iraq launched missiles against coalition military targets in Saudi 
Arabia and against Israel. 
 

 
II. HISTORY OF THE CONFLICT 
  
1980 
  

First invasion of Iraq to Kuwait, by the time Saddam Hussein was ruling Iraq, 
blaming the other countries for the position of the country Iraq invades Kuwait claiming 
control over the fuel plants and dominating the dependence of the country, creating great 
commotion in the Arab league. 
  
Summer 1990 
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Kuwait pass the oil extraction limit, causing the falling of its price. The oil countries 
had a reunion to talk about it, after an agreement was achieved only Iraq had the 
disagreement of taking the oil to 25 dollars the barrel, it felt affected by the great production 
of Kuwait and other countries. Iraq threat Kuwait, telling it would use force if it does not 
reduce the production. 
 
  
August 2, 1990 
  

Iraq armed forces crossed the frontier of Kuwait with armed vehicles and infantry, 
with the objective of occupying the country, after being attacked the armed forces of Kuwait 
were destroyed, most of the forces left but the majority went to Saudi Arabia. The Iraqi 
forces sacked the complete country and took possession. 
  
1990 
  

The UN finds out about the current happenings in the conflict, it warns Iraq, if the 
forces of Iraq did not leave the state of Kuwait by January 19 1991, the allies could attack 
Iraq creating a belic conflict, there would be economic sanctions and also a block of 
resources. 
 
 
III. CURRENT HAPPENINGS 

 
August 2, 1990 - The United Nations passed a 
resolution denouncing Iraq's invasion of Kuwait.             
Summary of the offensive campaign 
 
August 6, 1990 - The United Nations imposes 
sanctions on Iraq which was a worldwide ban trade 
and gave Iraq a deadline to withdraw from Kuwait 
 
August 7, 1990 - U.S. President George H. W. Bush 
orders the start of Operation Desert Shield. This was a 
military intervention to take the occupying Iraqi forces 

from Kuwait, which months before Iraq had invaded 
and annexed. 

 
 

 
August 8, 1990 - Iraq formally annexes Kuwait by going first in the western part of Kuwait 
and heading to its southern part. Taking control of Kuwait City and deploying on Saudi 
border. 
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August 25, 1990 - The United Nations passed a resolution to allow enforcement of the 
embargo by military means. 
 
November 29, 1990 - The United Nations authorizes use of force after January 15, 1991 to 
the allied force, establishing “all necessary means" to force Iraq out of Kuwait after the 
deadline. 
 
January 16-17, 1991 - Operation Desert Storm begins. The first movement was to eradicate 
Iraqi border radar stations. After this, bombing key targets from downtown Iraq began. The 
main purpose was to take Iraq back to the pre-industrial age. 
 
February 24, 1991 - The allied forces start to ground operations, when USA led coalition 
forces invaded Iraq and Kuwait. The British Special Air Service was the first to enter Iraqi 
territory.  
 
February 27, 1991 - Baghdad radio announced that Iraq will comply with United Nations 
resolutions. 
 
February 27, 1991 - Kuwait is liberated. 
 
February 28, 1991 - Coalition attacks against Iraq cease. 
 
March 14, 1991 - Kuwait's Emir returns home. 
 
April 6, 1991 - Iraq accepts the terms of a cease-fire agreement. 
 
 
IV. KEY POINTS 

 
 

• Lack of results of UN actions. 
 
Even when the Kuwaiti citizen were massacred, and  its ruler had to fly away from the 
country the United Nations did not pay enough attention to the conflict, until thanks to the 
media it drove enough international interest.  
 
 
 

• The intervention of external countries.  
 



 

 

This Persian gulf crisis was a conflict in which, many nations which were not involved or 
being affect intervene in favor of Kuwait, but In what level this intervention may carry to an 
occupation on Iraqi territory?  
 
 

• Distribution of the territory between countries.  
 
During the operation desert shield, and must of the actions of the coalition it was of extreme 
importance, how the territory of action was going to be divided in order to regain Kuwait.  
 

• Oil price crisis  
 
Kuwait oil prices and management, was the primary conflict between this nation and Iraq, 
which was in a economical crisis after the armed conflict against Iran and Kuwait´s oil prices 
will just put it into worst economical and debt crisis.    
 

• Safety of citizens and displaced people. 
 
Even when the security council does not makes any kind of refugee camps, it has to look 
forward for civilians security during the displacement caused by the international frictions.  
 

• Actions to prevent further conflicts in the zone. 
 
Even when the coalition is about to defeat Iraq and recover Kuwait, the United Nations 
Security council, such as all the nations involved that the hostilities may cease permanently.   

 
V. UN Actions 
 

After Israel invaded Kuwait, the United Nations passes resolution denouncing Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait. Such resolution does not include military forces but does include “all 
necessary means”. The UN Security Council ordered Israel to withdraw from Kuwait and 
later on, the council imposed a worldwide ban on trade with Iraq. The council also gave Iraq 
a deadline to withdraw from Iraq which was January 15, 1991 
 

The United Nations gave Iraq an ultimatum, this in order that if the armed forces did 
not leave Kuwait by January 19, 1991, the allies could use armed forces to withdraw the iraqi 
units, this starting with the belic conflict. 
 

The UN intimidated Iraq by the use of an economic bloc, this did not only make the 
position of the country worse, but it also left it without any resource and under the attack of 
the allied armed forces. 
 



 

 

The UN called all states and international organizations to demand Iraq to stop all actions 
in Kuwait after the invasion, like the situation of the area. 
 

For Iraq to destroy all it´s chemical and biological weapons, and all ballistic missiles with 
a range greater than 150 km. 
 

Iraq shall submit to a declaration of it's weapons programs and voluntarily agrees to 
receive the possible inspections. 
 
 
 
 
VI. BLOCK ANALYSIS 
 
Asia-Pacific Group 
  

Iraq is the main involved country due to the fact that it was the detonator for the 
conflict with Kuwait. Iraq previously had a debt with countries such as United States of 
America, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Japan, and others since they loaned economical resource to 
Iraq in the Iran-Iraq War. Iraq had very little hope in paying this debt with oil prices with the 
barrel of oil costing $13 dollars. It’s plan was to invade Kuwait and cut its oil production and 
forgive Iraq’s war debts. Iraq’s main purpose in invading Kuwait, other than what was 
mentioned before, was to expand its national oil reserve and expanding its power in the 
region. 
  

Kuwait was accused from Iraq for an overproduction of oil and illegally pumping oil 
from Iraq’s Rumaila oil field. This country had been part of Ottoman Empire's province of 
Basra which, by Iraq, made it rightful Iraqi territory. Kuwait has a large reserve of oil since 
there is many under its ground. Countries like the United States, France, United Kingdom, 
Canada, Germany, and other countries, could not let an important oil exporter be under the 
power of Iraq. Kuwait was invaded quickly due to their poor intelligence departments. Iraq 
begins looting Kuwait from this point, taking everything at sight such as, televisions, stereos, 
gems from the Central Bank of Kuwait, their airplanes, and many other things. All that was 
looted, was moved into Baghdad.  
 
 
 
African Group    
  

Egypt formed part of the coalition led by United States against Iraq. Estimated 45,000 
troops and staff members were located in Saudi Arabia in order to go against Iraqi forces. It 
contributed its military forces in the Operation Desert Shield.  
  
 



 

 

 
 
 
Western European and Others Group 
  

Israel was bombed by Iraq after the conflict had been started, with the hope of 
creating an Arab-Israel conflict due to their current situation which is the Israel-Palestinian 
conflict. The United States tells Israel to not respond to the bomb attack since doing so, will 
cause an actual Arab-Israel conflict and Israel doesn’t respond. Avoiding a whole other 
conflict. 
  

Australia was not affected by the conflict but it did provide military force. They 
contributed with warships for a blockade operation in the Persian Gulf, four medical teams, 
supply vessel, and a mine clearance diving team. Australian personnel took part in American 
and British  ground formations. 
  

Saudi Arabia was bombed by Israel and then surrounded in order to invade their 
territory for their resources. Since Israel had already invaded and taken control over Kuwait, 
it now wanted to expand even more. Saudi Arabia couldn’t confront Israel’s armed forces. 
  

The United States started acting from the moment Israel was looting Kuwait but had a 
bigger concern when Israel’s armed forces were around Saudi Arabia territory. It started to 
form a coalition with many other countries. Operation Desert Shield was in place, American 
troops were moved into Saudi Arabia in case of an Iraqi attack. Israel was asked to leave 
Kuwait by a certain date and if it did not do so, they well face an attack by a multinational air 
force. Operation Desert Storm started by bombarding, setting Israel’s military objectives.  
 

The United Kingdom participated by forming part of the coalition and the use of their 
armed military force. Their military operations during the belic conflict was called Operation 
Granby, starting within 9 days of the invasion of Kuwait. A total of 53,462 troops were 
deployed during the conflict.  
 
Latin American and Caribbean Group 
  

Argentina made only one decision towards the conflict: it send two warships to the 
Persian Gulf. This decision caused an outrage inside and outside of Congress of the country.    
 

In a meeting for Latin American ministers in Venezuela, Mexico proposed an idea to 
have Iraq retreat from Kuwait and have the coalition forces removed from the Gulf area, 
leaving Kuwait’s security to the pan-Arab peace force. This proposal was rejected by 
Argentina and Venezuela.  
  



 

 

Costa Rica supported the allied decision of attacking Iraq. Although they supported it, 
Costa Rica had no military force to send.  
 
Eastern European Group 
  

Most of the countries from this group and Europe were aware of the situation of 
Kuwait but have no participation in this conflict or where affected by it.   
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