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I. INTRODUCTION  

    Since 1946 ECOSOC has been part of the six main organs of the United Nations, and 

nowadays is the principal body for coordination, policy review, dialogue and 

recommendations on economic, social and environmental issues, as well as for 

implementation of the internationally agreed goals of development.  

 With the increase of population, the demand of 

energy is also increasing everyday. Non-renewable sources 

are limited, not environment friendly and the increase or 

decrease in production of these sources can have direct result 

on the economy. Renewable sources, on the other hand, are 

sustainable1, abundant and environment friendly. Unlike 

fossil fuels,  renewable energy sources are not going to expire2 soon as they are constantly 

replaced.        

Most of the countries depends from the non-renewable resources like coal, oil, and natural 

gas for energy.  
                                                
1 Sustainable: Conserving an ecological balance by avoiding depletion of natural resources. 
 
2 Expire: Come to an end. (end) 
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Solar energy, wind power, hydroelectric 

power, bioenergy, ocean energy or 

hydrogen can be burned as a fuel or 

converted into electricity are clear 

examples of renewable energies.           

 

 

 

II.   HISTORY 

 

1878 The world's first hydroelectric power system is developed in Northumberland, England 

by William George Armstrong. 

1922 - 1924  First federal law was established to control pollution from the oil industry. 

 
1927  First commercial wind turbines sold to generate electricity on farms. 

 

1969 The Union of Concerned Scientists was founded to help examining policies, and 

researching on solutions for environmental and social problems related to renewable energy, 

 

1970 First Earth Day. Environmental movement spreads concern about global degradation. 

Creation of US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the world's leading 

company of climate research. 

 

1992 The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development took place, on 

various countries for the protection of the environment with renewable energies. 

 

2003 It is announced the FutureGen, the World's First Zero Emissions Coal Power Plant in 

Illinois, U.U.S.S. 

      

2007 Since 2007 it has been common in Asia the use of green energy, making China the 

world´s leader in renewable energy investment, with more than $50.000 USD million dollars 

spent. 
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2008  “Irena” is created, The 

International Renewable Energy 

Agency the only organisation 

dedicated to the promotion of 

100% renewable energy worldwide 

giving ideas and researches about 

how renewable energy increases 

intern economy. 

 

2010 Global inversion in green energy up to 2010 was of $211.000 USD million dollars 

 

2013 According to data from the World Bank, both Albania and Paraguay generated 100% of 

their electricity from hydropower in 2013 

 

2016 - For more than 250 days, Costa Rica powered itself 4.9 million people with 100% 

renewable electricity for more than two thirds of the year.   

 (anexo 3)    

           

 

III. CURRENT HAPPENINGS 

 

In August, 2015 the Department of Energy of the United States  develop renewable 

biofuel for the military and commercial aviation industry. 

 

In 2014  Latin America reach to produce 53% of its electricity from renewable 

sources. 

 

In 2016, in Germany it was possible to cover 32% of the country’s electricity 

consumption from renewable energy. 
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In September, 2014 the theoretical reserves of Africa's solar energy are estimated at 

60,000,000 TWh/year3, making Africa the most sun-rich continent in the world. 

 

In 2016, large corporations showed their interests in green energy this year, investing  

in obtaining their power from renewable resources (Google, Apple, Microsoft) 

 

In December 2014 in South Africa, the solar plant just outside the Karoo town of 

Touws River started giving study opportunities, work experience, and jobs to youngsters.  

 

In 2016, approximately 40% of electricity power was generated with coal in South 

Korea. This country was ranked as one of the top ten CO2 emission countries in the world.  

 

IV.  KEY POINTS 

 

• Economic and social consequences in industries and urban areas, by the exploitation 

of nonrenewable resources,  

 

• The possibility of replacing all the non renewable industries and replace them with 

renewable producers in order to have energy 

 

• Investment in new renewable resources and their effect in the actual economy  

 

• Creations and applications of new reformations to help green energy to be used for 

everyone. 

 

                                                
3 TWh/year: Major energy production or consumption is often expressed as terawatt-hours.  



 
 
 

 

 
  

V.  BLOCK ANALYSIS 

 

African group  

The continent’s solar and wind resources can be useful to replace other types of 

energy, the problem is that energy resources, fossil fuels and renewable resources are not 

available in all African countries. In the future solar thermal and bioenergy resources are 

expected to cover the heat demand. Nowadays, the half of African countries have adopted 

resource  assessments4 for renewable resources. Which include solar and wind energy. An 

example of the application of solar power is the use of mirrors in South Africa with the 

purpose concentrate from the sun to produce energy.  

 

Latin American and Caribbean Group 

The growth on the use of renewable sources in this region has potential on the change 

to a low-carbon economy.  Solar and wind energy are trying to replace fossil fuels in Brazil, 

Chile and Mexico, which with Argentina are classified in the best countries in renewable 

energy, this thanks to the legislation that invests on green energy . Latin America is leading 

the green energy movement represented with the 53% of generating capacity with renewable 

                                                
4Assessments: The evaluation, quality, or ability of someone or something. (appreciation) 
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sources. The electricity from Costa Rica in 2016 was generated by renewables with a 92.8%. 

In Chile an important source of energy is the solar plant, complemented with policies and 

finance mechanisms. An agreement by Colombia, Costa Rica, and Ecuador has been made 

for the protection of biodiverse ocean waters with the purpose of using it for energy. In Costa 

Rica the preservation and geography of this country makes it possible to produce energy with 

the use of hydroelectric, geothermal5 , solar, wind, and other renewable resources. Nicaragua 

In June 2015, this country was able to produce 54% of their electricity with renewable 

resources, investing in renewables.  

 

Asia-Pacific Group 

Asian countries use three times the investment of resources in order to produce one 

unit of GDP6  compared with the rest of the world demand, this is caused by the growth of 

new multiple industries and its production.  

Korea has been the principal country in Asia to develop a green growth strategy which 

explains its position in economic and technological development. A clear example of this 

green development is that it has presented its National Strategy for green growth for 2009 to 

2050,  as also  that it has been  following the Five Year Plan for Green Growth from 2009 to 

2013. South Korea has introduced the Global Green Growth Institute including 

governmental and non-governmental participants presenting initiatives on green growth. 

On the other side Vietnam and Indonesia green growth strategies, both of these are related 

with the climate change strategies supervised by the Presidential Committee on Green 

Growth. 

 

 

Eastern European Group 

With the current economical situation in the European Union it tries to reduce the 

harmful7  energy sources to the environment are becoming easier to develop. The Czech 

                                                
5Geothermal: Of, relating to, or produced by the internal heat of the earth.  
 
 
6GDP: The gross domestic product (GDP) an indicator used to measure the health of a 

country's economy by how much a country produce and have. 

 
 



 
 
 

 

Republic, Hungary, Latvia, Romania, and Slovenia are expecting to accomplish their 2020 

targets, on the other side, Italy and Luxembourg aren’t expecting to accomplish their 2020 

targets like the investment on green energy. 

Germany got 85% of their power from renewable energies. On April 30 the prices of 

energy went down to zero, as the 85% of the power was taken from wind, solar, hydroelectric 

resources, it is expected to reduce nuclear power in the future. This investment on green 

energy has triplicate the renewable resources used in the country. 

 

Western European and Others 

In western Europe, France, Netherlands, Finland, Ireland and Lithuania are 

implementing wind farm installations. Wind power is more than coal power. In 2014 

Denmark made the greatest wind production, as a result of this it got 39. 1% of its overall 

electricity was made by a clean energy source. Expecting to be a 100% renewable country in 

2050.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                  
7GDP: The gross domestic product (GDP) an indicator used to measure the health of a 

country's economy by how much a country produce and have. 
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IX. VOCABULARY: 

1 Sustainable: Conserving an ecological balance. (supportable) 

2 Expire: Come to an end. (end) 

4 Geothermal: Of, relating to, or produced by the internal heat of the earth.  

5 Assessments: The evaluation, quality, or ability of someone or something. (appreciation) 

6 GDP: The gross domestic product (GDP) an indicator used to measure the health of a 

country's economy by how much a country produce and have. 

7 Harmful: That is causing a damage (damaging) 

 


